Chapter XIV
ANIMAL   ANTICS
BUT the search for Valverde's route did not
completely monopolise our time and energies,
We carried out a constant programme of scientific
work in which every member of the Expedition
assisted, in spite of the never-ending drive to keep
the transport going. In this transport work Bill
excelled. All the while Ohman kept us in touch
with officials in Quito over the radio, which, Pll
wager, must have surprised the ether waves of the
Llanganatis.
During the course of the Expedition we took
every opportunity to collect such natural history
specimens as were possible. As is usually the case,
this was most satisfactorily done by hunting-parties
out specially for that purpose and operating within
reasonable distance of Pillaro, whither a living
specimen could be transported without too great
difficulty.
Georges Brun was ever active in this branch, and
in the face of terrible weather conditions carried on
some excellent work. Largely through his zeal, we
finally succeeded in bringing back to New York
over five hundred specimens.
Varied   and  diverse  were   the  methods  we
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